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Civil Society Covenant team
Department for Culture, Media and Sport
100 Parliament Street
London
SW1A 2BQ
civilsocietycovenant@dcms.gov.uk

Dear Consultation Team,

Submission to the Civil Society Covenant Framework Consultation
I am writing on behalf of [Your Organisation], a [brief description of your organisation, e.g., "community media group committed to empowering local voices and fostering civic engagement through participatory media"]. We welcome the opportunity to contribute to the consultation on the Civil Society Covenant Framework and to advocate for the inclusion of community media as a vital component of civil society.

We commend the Department for Culture, Media and Sport for initiating this important dialogue and for recognising the need to strengthen partnerships between government and civil society. We believe the Civil Society Covenant Framework represents a unique opportunity to address key challenges and to build a more inclusive, transparent, and effective relationship with the communities we serve.

The Role of Community Media in Civil Society
Community media plays a crucial role in enhancing civic engagement, promoting social cohesion, and amplifying the voices of underrepresented groups. Grounded in principles of participation and inclusivity, community media aligns closely with UNESCO’s model of civil society-focused media, prioritising grassroots storytelling, local identity, and collective empowerment.

However, community media is often overlooked in policy discussions and is frequently misclassified as a subset of the industrial media sector. This perspective fails to recognise its primary alignment with civil society. Acknowledging community media within the Civil Society Covenant Framework would not only validate its contributions but also unlock its full potential to support social renewal and purpose-driven policies.

Barriers Facing Community Media
To realise the transformative potential of community media, it is vital to address the following challenges:
· Funding Instability: Many community media organisations operate on precarious financial footing, limiting their ability to plan and deliver sustainable services.
· Lack of Formal Recognition: Community media is often excluded from policy frameworks and funding streams designed for civil society initiatives.
· Limited Representation in Decision-Making: Despite their local impact, community media groups are seldom invited to participate in consultations or policy forums.
Opportunities for Inclusion and Partnership
By integrating community media into the Covenant Framework, the government could:
· Establish sustainable funding streams to support the long-term viability of community media organisations.
· Formalise partnerships between community media and public services to improve outreach, service delivery, and public trust.
· Provide training and capacity-building resources to help community media innovate and adapt to changing community needs.
· Include community media representation in policy forums to ensure grassroots perspectives are heard.
We believe the inclusion of community media in the Civil Society Covenant Framework would have a transformative impact, enhancing civic participation, amplifying diverse voices, and strengthening trust between communities and government.

We urge the Department for Culture, Media and Sport to formally recognise community media as part of the civil society sector and to develop mechanisms that enable its full participation in discussions on social renewal and purpose-driven policy implementation.

Thank you for considering this submission. We would be happy to provide further insights or examples of best practice to support the development of the Civil Society Covenant Framework.
Yours sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Title/Role]
[Your Organisation]
[Contact Information]
